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OPINION 754

CRASSISPIRA SWAINSON, 1840 (GASTROPODA): DESIGNATION OF
A TYPE-SPECIES UNDERTHE PLENARYPOWERS

RULING.—(1) Under the plenary powers all designation of type-species for the

nominal genus Crassispira Swainson, 1840, made prior to the present Ruling are

hereby set aside and the nominal species Pleurotoma bottae Valenciennes, 1839-

1840, is hereby designated to be the type-species of that genus.

(2) The generic name Crassispira Swainson, 1840 (gender : feminine), type-

species, by designation under the plenary powers in (1) above, Pleurotoma bottae

Valenciennes, [1839-1840], is hereby placed on the Official List of Generic

Names in Zoology with the NameNumber 1693.

(3) The specific name bottae Valenciennes, [1839-1840], as pubUshed in the

binomen Pleurotoma bottae (type-species of Crassispira Swainson, 1840) is

hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology with the Name

Number 2103.

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 459)

The present case was submitted to the office of the Commission by Dr.

Joshua L. Baily, Jr., in April 1950. A revised version of Dr. Baily's application

was sent to the printer on 31 January 1963 and was pubHshed on 21 October 1963

in Bull. zool. Nomencl 20 : 345-346. Pubhc Notice of the possible use of the

plenary powers in the present case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as

well as to the other prescribed serial pubUcations (Constitution Art. 12b; Bull,

zool. Nomencl. 21 : 184) and to two malacological serials. The proposals were.

Siupported by Dr. Carl L. Hubbs.

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION
On 26 March 1965 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote

under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (65)14 either for or against the

proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 20 : 345-346. At the close of the

prescribed voting period on 26 June 1965 the state of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative votes— twenty-four (24), received in the following order: China,

Holthuis, Vokes, Mayr, Obruchev, Alvarado, Boschma, Simpson, Jaczewski,

Lemche, do Amaral, Brinck, Riley, Tortonese, Munroe, Uchida, Evans, Forest,

Bonnet, Stoll, Binder, Mertens, Kraus, Ride.

Negative votes —none (0).

Voting Papers not returned —one (1): Hubbs.

Commissioner Miller returned a late affirmative vote. Commissioner

Sabrosky returned a conditional vote with the following comment: " I do not

oppose the intent of the proposal to resolve confusion and fix Pleurotoma bottae

Valenciennes as type. However, it seems absurd to suppress Hermannsen's

designation of bottae Valenciennes, and then under the plenary powers to

designate the same species as type of the genus. Why not simply accept

Hermannsen's designation, by construing that in view of the short interval of
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time between the publication of Valenciennes (in Kiener 1 839-1 840) and Swainson

1840, the latter 's expression ' auct. ' must have been intended to include

Valenciennes? (If the wording of the decision can be altered along these lines,

you can record me in favour.)
"

Original References

The following are the original references for names placed on Official Lists

by the Ruhng given in the present Opinion:

Crassispira Swainson, 1840, Treastise Malac: 151, 313

bottae, Pleurotoma, Valenciennes, [1839-1840], in Kiener, Spec. Gen. Icon.

Coquilles Vivantes 5 : 33

CERTIFICATE
Wecertify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (65)14 were cast as set out

above, that the proposal contained in that Voting Paper has been duly adopted

under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the decision of

the International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 754.

G. OWENEVANS W. E. CHINA
Secretary Assistant Secretary

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature

London 10 August 1965


